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The Halifax Stone Carving 
Festival 2023 

Are you an apprentice, a qualified stonemason or stone carver, a 
master mason, sculptor, or eager amateur? 

If so, then why not take advantage of the Halifax Stone Carving 
Festival, enjoy the inspiring atmosphere where you will meet like-
minded folk, and have the chance to present yourself, and your 
skills to a wide audience? 

The Halifax Stone Carving Festival 2023 is just the opportunity! 

Date: 22 – 23 July 2023 

Location: Halifax Minster grounds, Halifax England 

Participants: Apprentices, qualified stonemasons and stone carvers, 
and master masons and sculptors. Two classes: apprentice, and 
master. 

Task: The task involves carving a workpiece in the sandstone 
provided in approximately 16 hours. The dimensions of the stone are 
30 x 30 x 20 cm. All participants are required to work from their 
own design sketches, which must be based on the theme of the 
festival, which is “Wildlife of Yorkshire”. Each participant is 
required to bring either sketches or a maquette of their design to 
the festival. 

All carvings will be auctioned off on the last day of the festival. 

Remember to bring your own tools! 
No power tools allowed! 

Entry Fee:£45.00 From all participants 

Contact 
The West Riding Stone Carving Association 
Shaw Lodge Mill, 
Halifax, 
West Yorkshire 
HX3 9ET 
 
stonecarvingassociation@hotmail.co.uk 
Tel: 07519 931784 
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Itinerary for Participants 
Friday 21 July 2023 

14:00 – 20:00 Onsite registration 

 

Saturday 22 July 2023 
07:00  Breakfast on site 

08:00  Work on projects starts 

12:30  Lunch break on site 

13:30  Work on projects continues 

18:00  Work on projects ends 

18:30  Dinner on site 

Sunday 23 July 2023 
07:00  Breakfast on site 

08:00  Work on projects continues 

12:30  Lunch break on site 

13:30  Work on projects continues 

14:30  Work on projects ends 

15:15:   Judging of the finished pieces 

16:00  Awards ceremony 

16:15  Public auction of the finished pieces 

 

Money raised from the public auction of the carvings will be split 
50:50 between Halifax Minster and the West Riding Stone Carving 
Association. 
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How To Apply 
Please see the application form, available separately 

 

The entry fee includes: 

• Festival t-shirt 
• Meal tickets 
• Tea and coffee 

 
Closing date for registration:31 March 2023 

Entry fee non-refundable within 2 weeks of competition.  



Festival theme 2023
The theme for 2023 has been selected by the organisers of the 
festival and is to be adopted by all participants.

The theme for 2023: "The Wildlife of Yorkshire"

maquettes of their design to give the visitors 
a better insight into how 
be realised in stone. 
will be sandstone, with each block measuring 
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We look forward to welcoming you here and 
hope you enjoy the Halifax Stone Carving 
Festival 2023. 
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Organiser of the Halifax Stone 
Carving Festival 2023 

 

The organiser of the Halifax Stone Carving Festival is the West 
Riding Stonecarving Association. 

Founded in 2009 in Halifax West Yorkshire, the West Riding 
Stonecarving Association aims to keep alive the art of carving 
stone by hand using traditional tools. Providing educational 
courses in a spacious and well-equipped workshop space. 

The Association is situated in the basement of Shaw Lodge Mills in 
Halifax. 
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Location & Accommodation 
Halifax, England 

In 2023 the Halifax Stone Carving Festival will take place from 22- 23 
July. The festival will take place in the ground of Halifax Minster. 

The following meals are included in the participation fee: 

Breakfast, lunch and evening meal on Saturday; breakfast and 
lunch on Sunday. 

The nearest hotel is the premier inn, a 10 minute walk away.  

Broad Street Plaza 

HX1 1YA 

 

 

 


